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the influence that causes mutability. 2d. As to the pub-
lisher of the law, Buddha' he is a mere man, who during
'myriads of centuries has accumulated merits on merits,
until he has obtained the Neibban of Kiletha, or the
deliverance from all passions. From that moment till his
death this eminent pei^sonage is constituted the master of
religion and the doctor of the law. Owing to his perfect
science he finds out and discovers all the precepts that
constitute the body of the law. Impelled by his match-
less benevolence towards all beings, he promulgates them
for the salvation of all. He is not the inventor of those
precepts; he merely discovers them by the power of the
supreme intelligence, in the same manner as we perceive
clearly during the night, by the help of a light, objects
hitherto wrapped in utter darkness. 3d. Man, who is to be
subjected to the observance of the law, is distinguished by
the following characteristics. He possesses more knowledge
than the animals and other beings, except the Nats and
Brahmas; his intelligence and thoughts reach farther than
those of other beings; he is capable of reflecting, comparing,
drawing inferences, and observing freely the roles of life;2
despite the allurement of his passions, he can free himself
from the three great passions, concupiscence, anger, and
ignorance; finally, he is a descendant from those Brahmas
who, in the beginning of this world, came from their seat,

2 In the definition of man which is    this   sense,  in   their   opinion, is   as

given by the  Buddhist author,  we     material as the eye, the ear, and the

find the words intelligence, capacity     other senses.    It is delightful to the

for reflecting, comparing and draw-     Christian reader to find in the midst

ing inferences, &c-    He who is not     of a heap of rubbish and fables a few

familiar with the revolting materia-    fragments of the primitive revelation,

list doctrines of Buddhism would be    We see man coming from a noble

tempted to believe that they admit     origin, appearing in this world with

of a soul or spiritual principle sub-     the most glorious privileges, which

sisting in man.    But such is not the    he forfeits by eating the rice called

case.   The faculty for performing all     Tsale, which produced on his being

the functions which  we rightly at-    the same destructive   effects  which

tribute   to   the soul resides  in   the    the   eating   of the   forbidden   fruit

sixth   sense,   called   mano,   or   the    caused on  our first  parents in the

heart, or the knowing principle.    But    garden of Eden,
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